
 

  



 

 

 

Our Mission 

The mission of Gateway to the Arctic Camp is to develop the character of Alaska’s youth through 

education and engagement in sustainable agriculture. Participants will grow in their knowledge of 

agriculture, sustainable and responsible living, empowering service, and effective leadership, all while 

experiencing an unforgettable summer camp.   

Our Purpose  
Gateway to the Arctic Camp seeks to establish an operational farm and develop a youth camp that will 

be responsible for maintaining farm operations during the summer. The youth camp is service-oriented 

and teaches its participants the significance of serving those in need, the value of hard work, and 

agricultural training to equip them with the knowledge to raise and harvest crops. Campers will 

participate in donating the resulting produce to Alaskans in need through organizations like the Alaska 

Food Bank. The camp looks to develop the following life skills and character qualities: 

 Responsibility in one’s work 

 Pride in one’s accomplishments 

 Service to those less fortunate 

 Work ethic  

 Appreciation for nature   
  



 

 

2016 in Review 

Michael’s Story 

Michael, who is truly wild at heart, came to Gateway to the Arctic Camp for a camp held for 

Hearts and Hands of care. This was his first time ever coming to a camp that actually allowed 

him to play in the dirt! After the first day Michael started to change. He started to brush his 

teeth without having to be asked. He kept his cabin cleaner than his actual room back home. 

Michael listened when his caretaker spoke with him. Michael started to come out of his shell. 

He had a big smile on his face as he explored this new world of agriculture. However, the camp 

was much more than learning about plants and picking weeds. Michael was finally allowed to 

be himself and he loved every moment of it. He was covered in mud and that was heaven for 

him. He even completed the G2A Adventure Race! He loved being able to run around and get 

dirty without someone telling him otherwise. In fact, we encouraged him to get dirty!  

Michael loved the camp so much that he came back to another Hearts and Hands camp in the 

late summer. Despite being covered in mud, Michael was able to shine. He was finally able to 

be a wild young man (in a monitored area of course).   

 

  



 

 

 

Our Camps 

This year our impact grew. Our camp served over 100 campers from the Boys and Girls Club of Alaska as 

well as Hearts and Hands of Care. We had a total of two multi-day camps for youth and special needs 

adults and a one day camp for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Alaska.  Each of our camps were supported by 

our partnership with HOPE worldwide, which provided 42 youth volunteers and 7 adult volunteers who 

assisted with the camps.  

Hearts and Hands of Care Camps 

Our camp hosted two, five day long, Hearts and Hands Camps this summer for the special needs youth 

and adults. It was incredible to see the impact that just five days can make on a person. During these 

camps the campers participated in planting crops, harvesting crops, arts and crafts, a G2A Adventure 

Race, and much more! The G2A Adventure Race was definitely a highlight. The G2A Adventure Race was 

an obstacle course that was over one mile long. Every camper who attempted the race finished. For 

most of the participants it was the hardest they have ever pushed themselves. Each participant had the 

option to stop at any point during the race, however, they all pushed themselves to finish. It was a 

monumental accomplishment for the campers.  

 



 

 

 

Boys and Girls Clubs of Alaska Camps   

Our partnership with the Boys and Girls Club continued to strengthen when the Gateway to the Arctic 

Camp hosted a day camp for 65 of their youth! Activities included native Alaskan games, planting and 

watering the crops, and hiking!  

 

 Call of Duty Camp 

The Call of Duty Camp provided the opportunity for youth to find their inner courage. This four-day, 

three-night, overnight camp was hosted by the Great Land Christian Church and served 36 youth ranging 

from 3rd grade to 12th grade. The campers built strong relationships with each other focusing on 

teamwork, how to handle the 

challenges of life, and of 

course, fun!  

  



 

 

 

Our Special Events 

Alaska Tough: Women’s Retreat 

This year the Alaska Tough Woman's Retreat hosted 40 women who wanted an Alaskan 

challenge. Throughout the week many benches were built, forest trails were created, cabin 

decor was made, and the garden was tilled and planted.  There were times of work and times of 

relaxation with an all-natural spa. There was also an Iron Chef cook off! These women helped 

set the camp up for a successful summer and a rewarding harvest.  

Alaska Tough: Men’s Retreat 

This past summer the Alaska Tough Men’ Retreat hosted 25 men with the passion for making 

an impact in our local community. Together they built the sap evaporator pavilion, built the 

arctic entry, and made major construction progress on the Keystone Lodge.  These men 

donated over 1,250 combined hours in order to help Gateway to the Arctic further grow and 

reach more of Alaska’s youth. 

I Want to Grow Old with You: Marriage Retreat 

During the beautiful month of September, The Great Land Christian Church hosted a marriage 

retreat at Gateway to the Arctic Camp. This weekend retreat gave 18 couples the opportunity 

to grow stronger in their marriage as well as to enjoy dancing in our new lodge.  

The Tu’ulauulu Wedding 

The crisp winter day along with the hot wood burning stove in our lodge made for a beautiful 

wedding day. The addition of running water in our kitchen and bathrooms brings comfort to a 

great Alaskan wedding. We were honored to host Justin and Jordan Tu’ulauulu’s special 

wedding day.  

 

  



 

 

 

The Harvest 

This year was our best harvest yet! We harvested a ton of produce. Literally one TON! Over 

2,000 pounds of produce was harvested. With the addition of a new field we were able to 

further diversify our produce. The produce included potatoes, corn, cucumbers, tomatoes, 

squash, broccoli, sweet peas, pumpkins, and cabbage. Our campers and volunteers worked very 

hard throughout the growing season in order to ensure a great harvest. Most of our produce 

was donated to the Upper Susitna Food Pantry as well as several local families in need. Some 

produce was also used to feed campers at our camps. It is very special for campers to be able to 

go down to the garden and pick what they will be eating for dinner!   
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Our Volunteers 

At Gateway to the Arctic Camp we can 

honestly say that volunteers built this camp 

from the ground up! This year volunteers 

from all over the community came together 

and contributed over 8,000 hours to the 

camp’s construction, maintenance, 

programming, and much more. We had 

seven volunteer interns who each spent 

over 300 hours volunteering throughout the 

summer. These interns came from all 

corners of the country: Virginia, California, 

Oregon, Alaska and even Canada! In 

addition, our partnership with HOPE 

worldwide supplied us with 42 members of 

HOPE Youth Corps, and 7 members of HOPE 

Single Corps. These HOPE members 

participated in one or two-week long 

volunteer programs comprised of teens, 

college students, and adults from all over 

the world. None of the camp’s success 

would be possible without these people’s 

hearts to serve! Our volunteers served a 

total of 17,426 hours over the past two 

years. 

Our New Additions 

This has truly been a year of growth at 

Gateway to the Arctic Camp. And it fits our 

motto… A Camp for Growth. As a young 

camp, development of infrastructure has 

been key to providing facilities for our 

various user groups. This year we have 

added several new features to the camp 

that will be a great benefit for our campers.  

 



 

 

Sap Evaporator Pavilion  

Constructed out of birch logs, the sap evaporator pavilion provides a rustic home for our sap 

evaporator. The pavilion will provide us with our base for making birch syrup this spring! The 

pavilion was constructed by 5 volunteers during the “Alaska Tough” Men’s retreat. 

Running Water 

Gateway to the Arctic now has running water! E&D Water Wells and Pump Services donated 

the material and service for two new wells. We now have running water at our garden location 

as well as our lodge. Having running water has given us greater efficiency in both watering and 

further expanding our gardens. With the addition of running water in our lodge we are able to 

further meet the needs of more people and provide them with the best camp experience.  

Progress on the Keystone Lodge 

Throughout the course of the summer and fall we have made great progress on the lodge. 

Additions to the lodge include a kitchen, men and women’s bathrooms, insulation in the ceiling 

and walls, installation of a large wood burning stove, pine paneling on the walls and the ceiling, 

and the construction of an arctic entry. The addition of the wood burning stove allows us to 

heat the lodge in the colder months and lengthen the availability of the camp to year round. 

Each bathroom includes three toilets, two sinks, and two showers. The kitchen was used to 

feed over 180 people at the Tu’ulauulu wedding and has proven itself to be a key asset to our 

camp. The kitchen provides us with the ability to feed more people and with that we have the 

opportunity to host a larger number of campers throughout the year. There is still much to be 

done in the Keystone Lodge, but it’s on its way to completion! 

Sauna 

 Another exciting addition is our sauna. The cedar walls and benches make for an authentic 

experience. It is also fitted with a powerful sauna woodstove. With only a few modifications left 

our sauna will prove to be a great addition for our campers!  

  

  



 

 

Our Future 

As Gateway to the Arctic looks towards our future, we strive to continue to follow our motto; A 

Camp for Growth.  We have big plans to continue to grow this next year and for years to come.  

In 2017 we will serve more youth, donate more produce, and continue to focus on our vision of 

developing the character of Alaska’s youth through education and engagement in sustainable 

agriculture. We are excited to share our 2017 plans with you!   

Diversification of 

Agriculture 

We are 

diversifying our 

agriculture to 

include berries, a 

Christmas tree 

farm, and a larger 

pumpkin patch. In 

2017 we will 

continue 

furthering our 

agricultural 

research at the 

camp in order to see what other crops grow well in our geography. 

Chickens and Bees 

This April Gateway to the Arctic will be hosting Chicken University, taught by Stephen Brown, in 

preparation of raising chickens. We are introducing chickens and bees this spring. The addition 

of chickens and bees will allow us to expand our educational tool box as well as provide 

sustainable food for the camp and for those in need. The eggs and honey we harvest will 

directly benefit the camp as well as the local community.  

Completion of the Keystone Lodge 

The major construction on the Keystone lodge has been completed, however, there are still 

many finishing touches that need to be done. These will include finishing the arctic entry, 

sealing the cement floor, hooking up electricity, and completing our wall of gratitude. Our wall 

of gratitude will be a beautiful wall dedicated to all our partnerships and sponsors. 

 

 



 

Construction of the Barn 

The Black Sheep Motorcycle Ministry is 

volunteering to construct a barn for Gateway 

to the Arctic Camp. The barn will serve as an 

agricultural classroom, woodshop, and 

storage space. 

Sustainable Income 

Throughout 2017 we will strive to reach our 

goal of creating sustainable income for the 

camp. Gateway to the Arctic Camp is working 

to independently generate enough annual 

revenue to cover our overhead costs. This 

will allow us to provide our camps to the 

disadvantaged youth and adults at little to no 

cost. We plan to reach this sustainability 

through the hosting of weddings, special 

events, and continuing to develop new 

income sources that are in line with our 

vision.    

Partnerships 

Gateway to the Arctic Camp will seek to 

develop new partnerships with like minded 

organizations throughout Alaska in order to 

reach more youth. We aim to serve over 200 

youth in 2017. This goal will be accomplished 

through our current partnerships and 

developing new partnerships. 

Birch Camp 

We are very excited to expand our 

programming to include a new camp 

experience: Birch Camp! Campers that 

participate in birch camp will learn all about 

birch trees and how they can be tapped to 

make birch syrup! This will of  

 



 

 

course be a hands-on experience in which 

our campers will learn about it and get the 

chance to tap their own trees, haul buckets 

of sap, and learn to make the syrup 

themselves! This will be a great educational 

experience that approaches agriculture in a 

whole new way. 

Denali: The Climb Retreat 

Coming this summer Gateway to the Arctic 

Camp will hold yet another great Alaskan 

retreat. Adults from all over the United States 

and the world will come to experience a true 

Alaskan experience. Using Gateway to the 

Arctic Camp as a home base, the participants 

will get out and explore some of the most 

beautiful wilderness on earth. 

Hope Youth Corps and Hope 

Singles Corps 

2016 was a great success due to the 49 

amazing volunteers who participated in HOPE 

worldwide’s HOPE Youth Corps (HYC) and 

Single Corps (HSC) program. Throughout the 

summer three HYC groups and one HSC 

group came to Alaska to serve at the 

Gateway to the Arctic Camp. Each HYC served 

for two weeks and the HSC served for one 

week. They assisted with camp construction 

and maintenance as well as helped plan and 

implement our programming. 2017 promises 

to be yet another exciting year of 

volunteerism as HOPE worldwide and the 

camp continue to strengthen their 

partnership. During the summer of 2017  

 

 



 

 

Gateway to the Arctic Camp will host two HYC programs. We are looking forward to another 

great year of support from our dedicated partners and volunteer base!   

Our Sponsors 

The Gateway to the Arctic Camp’s success has been a 

team effort, and it will continue to grow in this way. 

We owe this success to our partners, our volunteers, 

and of course, those who have contributed financially. 

We would like to extend a special thanks to E & D 

Water Wells and Pump Services for the donation of 

our two wells. We would also like to thank Arctic Terra 

for donating a large amount of excavation work. Arctic 

Terra has been supporting us since we first started the 

camp! Finally we would like to thank Shell Oil for their 

financial donations. Thank you to all of our generous 

sponsors and donors! We couldn’t do it without you!  

 

 


