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Our Mission 

The mission of Gateway to the Arctic Camp is to develop the character of Alaska’s youth 
through education and engagement in sustainable agriculture. Participants will grow in their 
knowledge of agriculture, sustainable and responsible living, empowering service, and effective 
leadership, all while experiencing an unforgettable summer camp. 

 

Our Purpose 

In everything we do we strive to build extraordinary character in all people. 

Our camps are service-oriented and teach its participants the significance of serving those in 
need, the value of hard work, and 
provides agricultural training to equip 
them with the knowledge to raise and 
harvest crops. Campers will participate 
in donating the resulting produce to 
Alaskans in need through organizations 
like the Alaska Food Bank. The camp 
looks to develop the following life skills 
and character qualities: 

 Responsibility in one’s work 
 Pride in one’s accomplishments 
 Service to those less fortunate 
 Work ethic 
 Appreciation for nature 

Our History 

Gateway to the Arctic was established in 2013 by Alaskans who have a passion to serve 
exceptional youth. Located at mile 101 of the Parks Highway, Gateway to the Arctic is 
established on 100 acres of land. The state of Alaska is in dire need for a sustainable 
organization dedicated to cultivating the lives of underprivileged youth, and Gateway to the 
Artic intends to provide the sustainable high-impact services needed. The Gateway to the Arctic 
is the product of the vision and initiative of Ray Nadon, Lead Evangelist of the Great Land 
Christian Church.  
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Our Sponsors 

The Gateway to the Arctic Camp’s success has been a team effort, and it will continue to grow 
in this way. We owe this success to our partners, our volunteers, and of course, those who have 
contributed financially. We would like to extend a special thanks to the Nadon Family Home for 
their sponsorships as well as their significant financial contributions for our landscaping and 
land development. We would also like to thank Arctic Terra for donating a large amount of 
excavation and landscaping work. Arctic Terra has been supporting us from the beginning of 
our camp and they have continued to give us significant support. Thank you to all our generous 
sponsors and donors! We couldn’t do it without you! 

 

 

 

Our Camps 

Summary: Served over 70 youth, from the Boys and Girls Club and the Nadon Family Home. We 
had a total of four multi-day camps for youth and special needs adults as well as 
underprivileged youth. Each of our camps were supported by our partnership with HOPE 
worldwide, which provided 45 youth volunteers who assisted with the camps.  

 

Boys and Girls Club’s Torch Camp 

The Boys and Girls Club of Fairbanks, Alaska sent 8 of their youth down to spend three days at 
Gateway to the Arctic Camp. During the three days, the campers learned how to cultivate the 
garden, they held and observed the chickens, and went on nature hikes. It was an incredible 
experience as for some of the youth, this was their first time outside of Fairbanks.   

All-inclusive camps 

Our all-inclusive camps are open to “typically” developing youth and youth and adults with 
disabilities. Our camp hosted two, three-day long, all-inclusive camps. During these camps the 
campers participated in planting crops, harvesting crops, arts and crafts, nature hikes, and 
more! It is very therapeutic for youth to spend time outside in nature without electronics. It 
was great showing our youth first-hand where eggs come from and where they get their 
vegetables.  
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Anchor Camp 

The Anchor Camp provided the opportunity for youth to leave the city and connect with nature. 
This three-day overnight camp was hosted by the Great Land Christian Church and served 13 
youth. The campers learned about our environment, how to take care of crops, and how to 
handle the challenges of life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Farm 

Our campers and volunteers worked hard throughout the growing season in order to ensure a 
great harvest. This year we harvested over 500 pounds of produce. The produce included corn, 
tomatoes, potatoes, cucumbers, squash, broccoli, pumpkins, sweet peas, and cabbage. We 
donated the majority of our produce to local food banks including the Upper Susitna Food 
Pantry. This year we added 11 
chickens to our farm! Two of our 
chickens laid consistently 
throughout the summer and the 
other 9 chickens began laying in 
the fall. Our chickens were a 
great addition to our farm. This 
past spring, we also tapped 200 
birch trees. It was a great 
educational experience and we 
ended up with over 5 gallons of 
syrup!  
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Volunteers 

We are so thankful that our community stands by our mission. In 2017 our volunteers 
volunteered over 8,000 hours to the camp’s construction, maintenance, programming, 
agriculture, and much more! We had 8 volunteers who each spent over 300 hours volunteering 
throughout the summer. These interns came from all corners of the country and even 
internationally: Virginia, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Iowa, Alaska, 
and even Canada! In addition, 
our partnership with HOPE 
worldwide supplied us with 45 
members of HOPE Youth 
Corps. These HOPE members 
participated in two-week long 
volunteer programs comprised 
of teens, college students, and 
adults from all over the world. 
The Nadon Family Home also 
continued to show strong support for our camp. They consistently provided our camp with 
volunteers and resources. G2A also hired two of their group home residents to work at the 
camp.  We are very excited about our partnership with the Nadon Family Home.  None of the 
camp’s success would be possible without these people’s hearts to serve! Our volunteers 
served a total of 25,426 hours over the past three years.   

 

 

Our New Additions 

This has truly been a year of growth at Gateway to the Arctic Camp. And it fits our motto: A 
Camp for Growth. This year we focused on finishing up construction projects and Agricultural 
development.  

Chickens & Chicken Coup 

Gateway to the Arctic now has chickens! A local community member donated their chicken 
coup which allowed us to house 11 chickens this summer. The new addition of livestock was a 
hit among our campers. Our campers enjoyed feeding the chickens and collecting eggs for their 
meals.   
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Birch Syrup  

This past spring, we tapped 200 birch trees in our surrounding forest. It was a very exciting 
experience and we learned a lot making birch syrup for our first time. As we were boiling our 
first batch of sap we were accompanied by the northern lights dancing in the night sky along 
with Denali in the background. We produced over 5 gallons of syrup and we donated the 
majority of the syrup to volunteers. 

Land Development 

We added a new section to our agricultural field. This new section was home to some of our 
potatoes. We also continued to test different types of produce and their success rate in our 
climate.  

Progress on the Keystone Lodge 

Construction on the Keystone lodge is 95% completed. There are still some minor finishing 
touches that need to be done. The last major project is hooking up electricity with MEA.  
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New Employees 
 

We are excited to welcome Dylan and Zach to our team at Gateway to the Arctic Camp. Both 
Dylan and Zach are residents at the Nadon Family Home in Anchorage and they have been great 

employees at G2A. The Nadon Family Home has been a great partner with the camp as their 
workers have been mentoring Dylan and Zach to excel at their Jobs. 

Dylan worked for Gateway to the Arctic Camp 
throughout the summer as our Champion 
Laborer. Dylan helped build the cross-country 
ski trail, construct the rock wall, tend to the 
chickens, and cultivate our garden. We were 
very excited to have Dylan on our team this 
summer and we look forward to next summer! 

 

 

Zach began working for Gateway to the Arctic 
Camp this past October. Zach works as our 
Creator of Opportunity (CFO). Zach and Brian 
work together to come up with new ways to 
serve our community and to run existing 
programs. We have really enjoyed Zach’s 
addition to our team and we are looking 
forward to a great year with Zach!   

 

 

A Brighter Future 

As Gateway to the Arctic looks towards our future, we strive to continue to follow our motto: A 
Camp for Growth. Our long-term goal is to be a sustainable camp that is carried on as an 
Alaskan resource for generations to come. In 2018 we plan to focus on Agricultural 
Development and Camp programming. We are very excited to share our 2018 plans with you!  

Agricultural Development  

In 2018 we will continue to diversify our agriculture. We will construct new greenhouses as well 
as clear an additional 5-acre field for agricultural use. We will be working on developing a new  
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composting system and we will potentially be adding Meet Chickens. We will also continue to 
develop our Birch Syrup production process.  

Partnerships 

Gateway to the Arctic Camp will continue to strengthen current partnerships and seek new 
partnerships with like minded organizations. We aim to serve over 100 youth in 2018. We 
believe that in order to reach this goal, we must work together as a community.  

Hope Youth Corps 

The 45 HOPE Youth Corps volunteers helped make 2017 a great success. Throughout the 
summer two HYC groups came to Alaska to serve at the Gateway to the Arctic Camp. Each HYC 
served for two weeks. They assisted with camp construction and maintenance as well as helped 
plan and implement our programming. 2018 promises to be yet another exciting year of 
volunteerism as HOPE worldwide and the camp continue to strengthen their partnership. 
During the summer of 2018 Gateway to the Arctic will host two HYC programs. We are looking 
forward to another great year of support from our dedicated partners and volunteer base!  

Nadon Family Home 

We are very excited to continue building our relationship with the Nadon Family Home (NFH). 
In 2018 NFH is planning to sponsor two more of their residents to work at Gateway to the Arctic 
Camp. NFH has been a key partner with the camp and their contributions have helped us grow 
significantly.  

Inclusive Camps 

Our camps and programs are 
fully inclusive. All of our 
camps in 2018 are open to 
“typically” developing 
children and children and 
adults with disabilities. One 
of our core values is diversity 
and having inclusive camps 
means that we leave no one 
behind. Inclusive camps also 
help break down the barriers between those with disabilities and those without disabilities. 
Their interaction at camp allows them to build normal friendships up that go surpass race, 
gender, or ability.   

  


