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Our Mission 
The mission of Gateway to the Arctic Camp is to develop the character of Alaska’s 
youth through education and engagement in sustainable agriculture. Participants 
will grow in their knowledge of agriculture, sustainable and responsible living, 
empowering service, and effective leadership, all while experiencing an 
unforgettable summer camp.  
 
Our Purpose 
Gateway to the Arctic Camp seeks to establish an operational farm and develop a 
youth camp that will be responsible for maintaining farm operations during the 
summer. The youth camp is service-oriented and teaches its participants the 
significance of serving those in need, the value of hard work, environmental 
sustainability, agriculture, and stewardship of resources. Participants will receive 
agricultural training to equip them with the knowledge to raise and harvest crops 
and animals. Campers will participate in donating the resulting produce to Alaskans 
in need, through organizations like the Alaska Food Bank. The camp looks to 
develop the following life skills and character qualities: 

 responsibility in one’s work 
 pride in one’s accomplishments 
 service to those less fortunate 
 work ethic 
 appreciation for nature  
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2015 in Review 
Our Camps 

This year, the Gateway to the Arctic Camp hosted three multi-day camps for youth 
and special needs adults, and three day camps for four Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Alaska Clubhouses. Each of our camps were supported by our partnership with 
HOPE worldwide, which provided 53 volunteers camp counselors who assisted 
throughout the summer.  
Hearts and Hands of Care Camps 
We had the privilege to host two 5-day, 4-night overnight camps with special needs 
youth and adults from Hearts and Hands of Care. In total, we had 19 campers from 
Hearts and Hands, and as you can see, they had a great time! The campers helped 
plant all of our crops in the beginning of the summer, and many returned for a 
second week to harvest crops in the fall!  
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Boys and Girls Clubs of Alaska Camps 

 
The Gateway to the Arctic Camp prides itself on offering great camp experiences to 
youth that might not have similar opportunities. So, a partnership with the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Alaska makes sense! Three day camps hosted four different 
clubhouses from both the Mat-Su Valley and Anchorage, and over 100 youth were 
able to participate in the fun! Activities included watering the crops, harvesting 
potatoes, making bird feeders, and more!  
SHIELD Camp 
SHIELD Camp was a celebration of everyone’s ability to be a superhero. This four-
day, three-night overnight camp was hosted by the Great Land Christian Church 
and served 31 youth from Anchorage.  

Our Special Events 
Not only is the Gateway to the Arctic Camp a great place for youth to learn more 
about agriculture, but it is also a great venue for hosting special events! This 
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summer hosted a men’s retreat that focused on building the camp’s infrastructure, 
a retreat with people from all over the world, and even a wedding! 
The Apprentice Men’s Retreat 
The Apprentice retreat hosted 44 men who wanted to help build character, teach 
new skills to others, and to ultimately make an impact at the camp. These men 
spent seven days and six nights at the camp, building our newest set of five cabins, 
now called “The Village.” Together these men donated hundreds of hours of 
volunteer service as well as helped one another learn new construction skills.  

Denali: The Great One Retreat 
Denali: The Great One welcomed 91 adults 
from all over the United States and the 
world and gave them a true Alaskan 
experience. Using the Gateway to the Arctic 
Camp as a home base, these retreaters had 
the opportunity to hike, fish, and explore in 
some of the state’s most beautiful areas. 
They visited Talkeetna, Denali, and 
Anchorage and had a great time in Alaska! 
The Nadon Wedding 
What can provide a more beautiful setting 
for a wedding than a clear view of Denali in 
Alaska’s rustic wilderness? It’s tough to beat! The Gateway to the Arctic was proud 
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to host its first ever wedding, with Keith and Shay Nadon tying the knot right in the 
brand new lodge. We were so excited to be part of such a special day! 

Our Harvest 
2015 was a successful year for our crops! We planted 14 different varieties of 
produce, including potatoes, carrots, kale, chard, peas, sweet corn, and broccoli! 
Our produce grew in both an outdoor garden and our 24’x64’ high-tunnel. Our 
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campers, volunteers, and staff 
worked hard throughout the 
summer to ensure a great harvest 
in the fall. With no water source at 
the camp itself, we hauled a LOT of 
water! We’re looking forward to 
digging a well in 2016 to streamline 
our watering processes, allowing us 
to expand our produce! All of the 
hard work paid off. Over the Labor 
Day weekend, our volunteers 
harvested our crops, and we 
yielded over 850 pounds of 
produce! And that doesn’t even 
include the produce that we had 
harvested throughout the summer 
for food during our programs! This 
produce was then donated to 
families in need, as well as to 
several food pantries in the Mat-Su 
Valley. The Gateway to the Arctic is 
honored to be able to give back to 
the community in this way.  

Our Volunteers 
Everything we do at the Gateway to 
the Arctic Camp is based upon the 
dedication of our volunteer army. 
This year, over 90 volunteers 
contributed over 8,714 hours to the 
camp’s construction, maintenance, 
programming, and more. Notably, 
we had six volunteer interns who 
each spent over 300 hours 
volunteering throughout the 
summer. These interns came from 
all corners of the country: 
California, Kansas, and Missouri, 
and two of them even crossed the 
border from Canada to serve. In 
addition, our partnership with HOPE 
worldwide supplied us with 53 
members of HOPE Youth Corps, 
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which is a two-week long volunteer program comprised of teens and college 
students from all over the world. None of the camp’s success would be possible 
without these people’s hearts to serve! 
 

Our New Additions 
Gateway to the Arctic is constantly growing! As a new camp, development of 
infrastructure has been key to providing facilities for our various user groups. This 
summer was a very busy summer for development, and we are proud to have 
added several new features to the camp that will benefit our campers in for the 
long term! 
The Village 
In May of 2015, the Gateway to the Arctic Camp hosted “The Apprentice” men’s 

retreat. Over 40 men 
participated, and the end 
result was “The Village,” 
which is a brand new set of 
five cabins at the camp. 
Nestled into their own 
separate area from the first 
four cabins, the newest 
cabins form their own semi-
secluded community. 
Hence, “The Village” is a 
fitting name. Amazingly, 
these five cabins were built 
in four days with the help 
of so many people! With 
the addition of these five 
cabins, the camp is now 

poised to serve larger groups and has the ability to sleep 108 people for any given 
camp/event.  
The Keystone Lodge 
In order to provide the best camp experience, the Gateway to the Arctic needs a 
multipurpose central meeting location that serves as a mess hall, a classroom, an 
event hall, and more. With this in mind, we began the construction of what is now 
known as the Keystone Lodge, a tribute to Stephany Nadon’s family’s ranch. The 
Keystone Lodge is a beautiful post and beam structure, supported by beautiful 
Douglas fir wood posts and beams. The windowed north side of the lodge faces a 
stunning view of Mt. Denali for all to see and be inspired. The lodge is a work in 
progress. This year, the concrete footing was set, the posts and beams constructed 



    PLANT. CULTIVATE. HARVEST. 
 

Gateway to the Arctic Camp  |  PO Box 1221 Talkeetna, AK 99676  |  g2arctic.org 9  

and set in place, and most of the exterior walls were constructed. However, there is 
much to do in 2016 to complete this great structure. The final product will include a 
kitchen and restrooms. In the meantime, however, the lodge has still provided a 
great place for camp activities and for a mess hall, which was complemented by 

rustic tables made from birch trees and recycled pallets this summer.  
Playground 
The Gateway to the Arctic Camp 
wants to have facilities available for a 
wide range of youth that attend our 
camps. The addition of the 
playground was a project inspired by 
one of the camp’s volunteers, who 
saw a need, gathered the resources, 
and helped to build a great new 
playground at the camp. The 
playground was another project 
completed during “The Apprentice” 
men’s retreat.   
Tim’s Shed 
Tim’s Shed is a small wood storage 
shed adjacent to the Ted’s Shed, which is the primary storage facility. Tim’s Shed 
gives us a temporary spot to store extra wood for future building projects.  
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Our Future 
2015 was an exciting year of new 
development, exciting camps, and 
great events. However, we know 
that the best years are yet to 
come. With so much progress this 
year, we have set the bar high for 
2016, and we look forward to 
continuing to grow in our 
programming and infrastructure! 

Birch Camp 
We are very 
excited to expand 
our programming 
to include a new 
camp experience: 
Birch Camp! 
Campers that 
participate in 
birch camp will 

learn all about birch trees and how 
they can be tapped to make birch 
syrup! This will of course be a 
hands-on experience in which our 
camper’s won’t only learn about it, 
but they will get the chance to tap 
their own trees, haul buckets of 
sap, and learn to make the syrup 
themselves! This will be a great 
educational experience that looks 
at agriculture in a whole new way.  

The Completion of the 
Keystone Lodge 

2016 will see the completion of all 
of our major construction projects 
for the camp. Most notably will be 
the completion of the Keystone 
Lodge. Once finished, the lodge will 
host a full kitchen, restrooms with 
running water, and completed 
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interior and exterior. The Keystone Lodge is the centerpiece of the Gateway to the 
Arctic Camp and will become a multipurpose facility for camps and special events. 
It will be the primary meeting place, a classroom, a mess hall, an activities space, 
and more.  

HOPE Youth Corps and HOPE Singles Corps  
2015 was a great success in part due to the 53 amazing volunteers 
who participated in HOPE worldwide’s HOPE Youth Corps (HYC) 
program. Throughout the summer, four HYC groups came to Alaska 
to serve at the Gateway to the Arctic Camp. Each HYC group served 
for two weeks. They assisted with camp construction and 

maintenance as well as helped to plan and implement our 
programming. 2016 promises to be yet another exciting year of 
volunteerism as HOPE worldwide and the camp have expanded 
their partnership to including five volunteer programs! In the 
summer of 2016, the Gateway to the Arctic Camp will host three 
HYC programs, but will also introduce a new volunteer program 
through HOPE worldwide called the HOPE Singles Corps! So, we 
are certainly looking forward to another great year of support from our dedicated 
partners and volunteer base.  
Our Sponsors 
The Gateway to the Arctic’s success has been a team effort, and it will continue to 
grow in this way. We owe this success to our partners, our volunteers, and of 
course, those who have contributed financially to Gateway to the Arctic’s cause. 
Listed below are companies that have provided financial support for the Gateway to 
the Arctic Camp in 2015. 

 
In addition to these corporate sponsors, we must also thank the many individuals 
who have donated money to the camp. Thanks to all of our generous sponsors! We 
couldn’t do it without you!  

Acai Alaska Kaleidoscape
Adventure Sixty North LLC Middle Way Cafe

AK Starsfish Co Monster Wash
Alaska Aces Moose's Tooth

Alyeska Center for Facial 
Plastic Surgery Raven's Nest Dayspa

Denali Zipline Tours Skinny Raven 
Disneyland Resort Community 

Relations Stop n' Shop Asian Market
Intuitions Day Spa & Salon True Value Hardware


